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CAS   335-67-1  

Substance Name Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA)  

Historical Summary  

In 2011, Ecology found evidence of Perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) exposure, including biomonitoring 

studies, but no authoritative source identifying PFOA toxicity [1].  

The 2016 Washington Toxics Coalition (WTC) petition [2] asserted that PFOA has been identified as an 

EU substance of very high concern (SVHC) [3] and has been classified as a possible carcinogen by the 

International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) [4].  

Toxicity 

In 2013, PFOA was identified as an SVHC (due to reproductive toxicity) [3], as a result of implementing 

the EU  Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH) legislation. 

Substances that may have serious and often irreversible effects on human health and the environment 

are designated as SVHCs under REACH. If a substance is identified as an SVHC, it will be added to the 

Candidate List for eventual inclusion in the Authorisation List [3]. 

In 2016, IARC classified PFOA as possibly carcinogenic to humans (Group 2B) [4]. IARC is a specialized 

cancer agency of the World Health Organization (WHO) with a mission to coordinate and conduct 

research on the causes of human cancer, the mechanisms of carcinogenesis, and to develop scientific 

strategies for cancer control. IARC publishes monographs which identify carcinogenic chemicals [e.g., 4].  

Exposure  

PFOA has been detected in serum in human biomonitoring studies [4, 5], as well as in house dust [4]. 
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